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UNIQUE HISTORY LESSONS AWAIT
AT THE NORTHWEST CARRIAGE MUSEUM
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been stuck in a rut? 'rh,t

saying takes on new meaning
Northwest Carriage Museum,

at the
right off

Highway 101 in downtown Raymond.
"Back in the days of carriages, roads
were dirt outside of town. In the rainy
seasons carriages constantly would go
over the same place creating 4- to 5-inch
ruts that were like channels going down
the middle of the road," explained Jerry
Bowman, the museum's curator. "The
thin wheels would get stuck in there.
Sometimes it was so bad that everyone
had to get out of the carriage and have
their friends help them lift the carriage
out of the rut," he explained.
That little nugget of history, plus
many more can be learned at the
reasonably priced, top-notch museum,
which displays 28 historic horse-drawn
vehicles. It's an unexpected
gem,
along the Willapa River in the heart of
picturesque
Raymond.
"One of the comments that we get
a lot from first-time visitors is that they
had no idea that a museum of this quality
was right here," said Bowman, 59. He
and his wife, Laurie, 56, director of the
museum, are transplants
from Southern
California. They moved to Pacific County
nine years ago.
The museum began with the donation
of 21 carriages to the City of Raymond
from the private collection of Pacific

daily use such as the 1895 Studebaker
buggy and the family Rockaway, to those
that spent less time on the road, such as
the ornate carved panel hearse or the
sophisticated
bowed-front Brougham in

Then there's the C-Spring Victoria, a
very elegant ladies' carriage once owned
by 20th Century Fox and used in "The
Little Princess," starring Shirley Temple.

County residents Gary and Cec Dennis.
Gary is the grandson of S.L. Dennis,
founder of the Southwest Washington
chain store, The Dennis Company. A
nonprofit organization was formed,

which wealthy people were chauffeured
- has been restored to mint condition
and tells not just a story about itself, but
also about the time, people and prevalent attitudes of the day.

Another elegant carriage, the
Landaulette, that was used in the 1940s
movie, "The Ghost and Mrs. Muir,"
starring Rex Harrison, is also proudly
on display.

grants were secured and the Northwest
Carriage Museum was built. Gary's

The museum offers something of
interest to almost everyone, including

son and daughter-in-law, Randy and
Amy Dennis, were instrumental
in the
museum's creation and remain active

those who love history, vehicles or even
the movies.
For movie buffs, four carriages are
especially fascinating. There's the intri-

But it's the 1890s Brewster Carriage,
the Shelburne Landau, that can be seen
in the movie "[ezebel" and also was
ridden by the Belle Watkins character
in the epic "Gone with the Wind" movie,
that seems to garner the most awe. It's

board members. This year the museum
celebrates its 10th anniversary.
The building, with its rustic pine
floors, professional signage, specialty
lighting and classy, small gift shop helps
show off a fine collection of horse-drawn
carriages from the 1850s to the 1920s.
Each one - from those that had heavy

champion

James Corbett.

cately carved panel hearse from the
·1880s that was part of Hollywood stunt
man Ace Hudkins' stable of carriages
he rented to movie companies for use
in their films. The hearse shows up in

movies, it's the oldest vehicle in the

"Gentleman Jim," starring Errol Flynn,
the story about heavyweight boxing

museum that is likely the most valuable,
Bowman said. It's a road coach from the»

displayed next to a running
classic film.

loop of the

While many might be star struck
by the carriages that have been in the
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late 1850s in England, which was used to
deliver the mail through the countryside
on the London to Exeter route, Looking

out the surrey was the sturdy family
vehicle of the day and the song is a little
like saying "the station wagon with the

like a stage coach, this carriage is
especially amazing because the road

wood on the side" for sweethearts
the 1970s,
With the informative signage,

coaches that delivered mail took such
a daily beating - heavily loaded and
traveling on rough terrain - that most
only lasted three to five years,
The museum also includes the
C-Spring Dress Landau carriage -

come to enjoy the museum,
one can

learn a lot from a self-guided tour, but
Bowman or another docent is more than
eager to talk about each carriage,

costing $1,500 in the day when the
average yearly wage was about $200 to
$400, The driver's seat was elevated for
status, In contrast, in the family vehicles

As romantic as the days of horse and
buggy seem, they had a smelly side that
you can't fully appreciate from reading
a book or watching a movie, In major
cities, the stench from the horses and
their waste was an ongoing concern, In

of the day all seats were at the same
level. It also includes a 19th Century
Hansom Cab used as a taxi in New York
City in which a small trap door in the
roof of the buggy allows passengers
to

the 1890s, the United States had about
25 million horses, compared to about 4,5
million today, Bowman said, In New York
City, about 300,000 horses were in the
city each day - and each was respon-

hand up
releases
prevented
Bowman
Then

sible for about 25 pounds of manure,
"In fact, when the first automobiles
- also known as horseless carriages - ,
came, they advertised them as 'the solution to pollution,'" he said,

their money before the driver
the latch to let them out. ("It
the driver from getting stiffed,"
says.)
there's the surrey with the fringe

on top, which some folks might assume
from the famous song in "Oklahoma!" is
some sort of fancy courting rig, Turns
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at desks, write on the chalkboard
and
ring the school bell, While you can't
touch or climb onto the carriages in the
main display area, this area features
a mechanical
horse one can drive, a
wheelwright shop to learn from and a
replica of a 3-Spring Democrat wagon
one can hop aboard, Various costumes
are even available to enhance pretend
play and picture opportunities
for
children and adults,
Tour groups - everyone from school
classes, scout groups and church youth
groups to car clubs, service groups, RV
clubs and senior citizens groups - have

In addition to the carriages, the
museum includes a mock-up of an 1890s
school house, where children can sit

On the tours,

visitors learn from museum staff dressed
in period costumes about the individual
vehicles as well as day-to-day life in
the 1890s, The museum can often even
schedule tours during the off hours,
If it seems like the Bowmans are
especially accommodating
and passionate about the museum, that impression
is accurate, Jerry had worked as a senior
vice president within Bank of America's
technology division and Laurie had
worked as a human resources and personnel director at a small consulting
firm in Southern California, When they
decided to retire early and get out of the
rat race, they literally started driving
up the coast to find a small town that
appealed to them,
They found their perfect place and
are happy to share it with others,
"It's really worth the stop," Laurie
said, "And the drive to Raymond
is beautiful."
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